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TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

PARISII OF MOLD, FLINTSHIRE. 

[Continued from No. 5.] 

Mines and Manufactures. — The lead and coal mines form a 
remarkable feature in any account of this parish : but at present 
they are far from being of the importance, that belonged to them 
some years ago, when they furnished employment to several hun- 
dreds of the labouring poor. At the period alluded to the lead 
mines of Llynypandy and Penyfron, on the northern part of the 
Parish, were worked upon a very extensive scale ; and for some 
time those at the latter place were not exceeded in their pro- 
ductiveness by any in the kingdom. The former were the pro- 
perty of that celebrated iron-master John Wilkinson, Esq. of 
Brymbo, who, after having erected six steam engines, was unable 
to overcome the immense torrent of water, which broke in upon 
the mines, and which, as already mentioned, is supposed to have 
been the subterraneous stream of the Alyn*. In consequence of 
this untoward circumstance neither Mr. Wilkinson nor those, who 
succeeded him in the proprietorship of this work, were ever able 
to derive much profit from their exertions, notwithstanding the 
abundance of ore, that was said to exist there. In 1801 the ton- 
nage of ore raised was about 300. — Mr. Ingleby, the owner of 
the adjacent mines at Penyfron, was, for some time, more success- 
ful in his enterprise. About the year 1797 he was in the habit 
of raising, without having recourse to steam engines, from 30 to 
50, and sometimes as many as 100 tons weekly : and the whole 
expence of raising, washing, and preparing the latter quantity for 
the furnace was no more than 50/. And, as the average price of 
ore was at that time 9/., the profit to the proprietor must have 
been very considerable. However, the subterraneous water found 
its way afterwards into this mine also, and reduced the produce to 
one fourth of its former quantity, and finally put an entire stop 
to the work. Hence, neither the mines at this place nor at Llyn- 
ypandy have, owing to the same obstruction, been worked for the 
last four years, although it has been ascertained that they contain 
a great body of ore. — There are a few other mines now worked in 
the parish of which that alone at Cefn-byclian yields any consi- 

* See No. 5, p. 1S'2. 

vol. i. 2 t. 
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derable profit *. A few discoveries, however, have of late years 
been made by some labouring miners, which have been produc- 
tive of no small advantage to the parties concerned. In one in- 
stance about 20 tons of ore per week are still raised near the sur- 
face at an expence comparatively trilling, and which is the only 
case, that continues to be at all profitable.— There are not more 
than eight collieries at present at work in the parish, in two of 
which they raise cannel coal. The seams of coal found here, as 
in other parts of the county, are in general remarkable for their 
thickness. The produce, independent of what is appropriated 
to the consumption of the neighbourhood, finds a ready sale in 
the Chester market and in the bordering parts of Denbighshire. — 
There are three lime-works in the parish, which employ altoge- 
ther about fifty men f. — The principal manufactories of this pa- 
rish are those of fire-brick, tiles, and earthen ware on Buckley 
Mountain, the works for smelting lead ore are at the same place, 
and the manufactory of cotton-twist near the town. — The fire- 
brick and tiles, here made, are composed of clunch, a bluish clay, 
accompanying strata of coal, which, since the discovery of its 
utility in this way, has proved extremely profitable in many parts 

of the kingdom The Cotton Twist Company (Messrs. Knight 

of Manchester) employ about 300 hands. Their manufactory, 
which was erected about twenty-eight years ago, is a handsome 
building of the sort, and forms a conspicuous object in the vale, 
although the admirers of rural scenery may not be disposed to 
consider it as any accession to its beauty. — Such are the most pro- 
minent features of the mines and manufactures of this parish. In 
other respects, the ready intercourse with Chester and Liverpool 
prevents it from becoming a place of general trade to any con- 
siderable extent. The prosperity of this parish, therefore, must 
always rest in a main degree upon the flourishing state of its mines, 
which, of late years, have been much on the decline. 

The Town.— We have no certain information respecting the 
Town of Mold before the time of Leland, who wrote his Itinerary 

* According to an account, given by Mr. Edward Llwyd, the celebrated 
antiquary, ore was raised both at Cefn-mawr and Cefn-bychan in tbe 17th 
century. 

f The Writer regrets, that he is not able to give a fuller account of the 
present state of the mineral works in this parish. But two applications, 
which hare been publicly made for information on this subject, have not had 
the desired result, and he has accordingly been confined to his own means, 
which, however imperfect, are, he believe*, at far as they extend, toffictentlw 
aeeuratt. 
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in the reign of Henry VIII. But it must have been of a much 
earlier date, since it was at a fairholden at this town in 1465 that 
Reinallt ab Gruffydd committed the outrage upon the citizens of 
Chester noticed in a preceding part of this account *. However, 
it could not have been in that age a place of any great impor- 
tance ; for Leland gives the following account of this town in hii 
time f. " In Molesdale is but one great paroche caullid Ploughe 
" (paroche) Wriothegrig, of sum communely Molesdale. There 
" longe three chapelles onto it. Sum say, that Molesdale was ons 
" a market toune. It hath yet the name of a maire %, and a greate 
" numbre of houses be without token almost destroyed, and there 
" hath been two streates, as Streate Kyle [Bailey] and Streate 
" Dadlede [Dadlen] in Walsch, in English the Court House 
" Streate, besyde other little lanes. Now in al be scant 40 houses. 
" At the north end of Byle Streate appere diches and hills yn 
" tokyn of an ancient castel or buildinge-there. It is now caulled 
" Mont Brenebyly, and on the side of it is a fayre springe. 
" Alun River commith within a bou shot of Molesdale Chirche." 
— In 1699, we find from Edward Llwyd's Itinerary, the number 
of houses had increased to 120. — According to the Parliamentary 
estimate made in 181 1, the population of the town was 2150, which, 
at the rate of five to a house, would make the number of houses at 
that time 430 : and the last nine years have made no great addi- 
tion. — Besides the church, of which a description has already been 
given §, the town possesses no public buildings worthy of notice. 
The Court House, which is also the County Hall, is a mean pile, 
wholly unworthy of the purposes, to which it is dedicated. And it 
reflects no small reproach on the inhabitants of Flintshire, that 
Justice has not yet found amongst them an abode more suitable to 
her dignity. The spirited example of a neighbouring county in 
this respect might he followed both with advantage and honour. 
— Of the general appearance of the town it may be sufficient to 
say, that it consists principally of one spacious street, nearly a 
quarter of a mile in length, well paved, and presenting altogether 

* No. 4, p. 40. 

t Itinerary, Hearne's Edition, vol. v. p. 30. 

J This name is still retained amongst the common people : and a bur- 
lesque election of the Mayor and otuer officers was customary a few years 
ago, if it be not still, during the wake week in the month of September. The 
office of a Recorder is also nominally preserved. From all this it may bv 
concluded, that Mold was anciently a corporate town. 

$ No. 4, p. til. 
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a handsome appearance. But the houses are generally low, and 
their arrangement deficient in that regularity, which distinguishes 
the towns in England as well as some in other parts of the Princi- 
pality. — At the upper or north end of the town, as mentioned by 
Leland, stands the Bailey Hill, previously noticed, of which Mr. 
Pennant gives the following account*. " At the north end of the 
" town stands the Mount, to which it owes the British and Latin 
" names Yr Wyddgrug and Mons Altus, the lofty and conspi- 
" cuous Mount. This is partly natural, partry artificial. Our 
*' British ancestors, and afterwards the Saxons and Normans, 
" taking advantage of so defensible an eminence, cut it into form, 
" and placed on it a castle. It is possible, that the Romans might 
" also have had some concern in it ; for a beautiful gold coin of 
" Vespasian was found there. But, this being the only proof of 
" its having been possessed by them, I shall not insist on it any 
" farther than to urge the probability, Mold being in the neigh- 
" bourhood of many of their mines, and of places where much of 
" their money has been found. The Mount is now called the 
" Bailey Hill, from the word bullium, or castle-yard. It ap- 
" pears to have been strongly fortified by great ditches, not- 
" withstanding its arduous ascent. It is divided into three parts, 
" the lower bullium or yard, the upper, and the keep or donjon. 
" The tops of the two first are levelled by art ; and all are sepa- 
" rated by deep fosses. The keep was on a part greatly and ar- 
" tificially elevated : and round its edges are a few stones, the 
" only relics of the fortress f. On one side of the upper yard are 
" found vast quantities of bones, some human, others of animals, 
" mostly domestic, such as oxen, sheep, horses, and hogs, and 
" a few remnants of horns of stags and roebucks." This Mount 
and the Church, which stands, as before mentioned, on a gentle 
eminence, form conspicuous objects on the approach to the town, 
of which they are, m o\uvy respect, the most striking ornaments. 
— There are five fairs here annually, and two weekly markets, on 
Wednesday and Saturday. — Mold, it may also be mentioned, 
has been, for many years, from its central situation, the town, 
where the Assizes are hoklcu, and all other county business, ex- 
cept the election of Knights of the Shire, regularly transacted. 

Family Seats. — The ir.rient houses in this parish are ex- 
tremely numerous, and :o enter into a minute detail of their 

* Tour in Wales, vol. i. p. 423. 

t There is now but one of these stones remaining. 
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history would far exceed the bounds, that must be prescribed to 
this article. A few brief notices, therefore, of the most remark- 
able must suffice. — Leland, in his Itinerary *, has left a memorial 
of three only of the principal houses in his day. The following 
are his words. " Robert Edwards, a gentylman, dwelleth at 

" [Rhual] on the side of Alen yn Molesdale, having 

" plenty of wood and goodly medow by Alenside." — " Ithel 
" Griffith dwelleth on the north-side scant a quarter of a mile 
" from Molesdale Toune, at a place caullid Lloen Egrine. John 
" Wynne ap Robert dwellid at a stone tower, caullid Broncoit, 
" alias Regnaulte's Towre, three-quarters of a mile from Moles- 
" dale Toune." — Neither of the mansions, here enumerated, is 
now occupied by the descendants of the former possessors : and 
Tower alone retains any vestige of the building that existed in 
Leland's time. The origin of the name of Tower, which was 
originally called Broncoed, as well as some curious particulars, 
connected with its ancient history, when in the occupation of 
Reinallt ab GrufTydd, have already been noticed. Subsequently 
to the age of that chieftain this house was the seat of the 
Wynnes, descended from one of the royal tribes of Wales, 
through Cynrig Efell, son of Meredydd, Prince of Powys. 
After the death of Dr. Wynne, a part of whose singular epitaph 
was inserted in a former Number, it went to his brother Roger, 
who, dying without issue, left the estate to his niece, the lady of 
the Rev H. W. Eyion, the present respected proprietor. The 
house at this time is tenanted by a farmer. — Rhual, as it stood 
when Leland wrote, has long disappeared. The present house 
was built in the year 1634, by Evan Edwards, Esq. f, a de- 
scendant of the Robert Edwards mentioned above. Upon the 
marriage of his grand-daughter Mary with Walter Gruffydd, 
Esq. of Llanfyllin, in Montgomeryshire J, the estate passed 
into that family. The last gentleman of the name, who had 
undivided possession of the property, was the late Thomas 
Griffith, Esq. whose urbanity of disposition and polished ac- 
quirements will long cause his memory to be cherished with 
unfeigned respect. He died in 1811, on the 18th of June, a 
day, that afterwards, by a singular and fatal coincidence, took 

* Hearne's Edition, vol. v. p. 30. 

t He was Secretary, says Pennant, to Richard, Earl of Dorset, and was 
Member for Camelford in the Parliament of 1623. 

i There is still a family at Llanfyllin of this name, or rather of tin 
name of Griffithes, a corruption of the old Welsh appellation. 
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away two other members of the family, after a lapse of two 
years successively. Mrs. Griffith, his widow, died on the 1 8th 
of June, 1813; and his only surviving son, Major Griffith, fell 
on the field of Waterloo, on the memorable 18th of June, 1815. 
This estate was sold about five years ago to one of the gentle- 
men of the Mold Cotton-Twist Company, and is now the pro- 
perty of his son, James Knight, Esq. by whom the house has 
been greatly improved. The situation of Rhual is one of the 
most agreeable in the whole vale. — At no great distance from 
Rhual, to the north of the town, is Gwysaney, or, as it has been 
written, Gwasanau, a house of equal note, perhaps, in ancient 
times, with any other in the parish. The name has been thought 
to be a corruption of Hosannah, in allusion to the Victoria 
AlUluiatica fought in the neighbourhood * ; but this etymology 
must be considered as rather fanciful. This old mansion was 
garrisoned in the civil wars by the royalists, from whom it was 
taken by Sir William Brereton, the Parliamentary General. 
The family of Davies, of Llanerch, was originally in possession 
of this property. It now belongs to Bryan Cooke, Esq. of 
Yorkshire. — On the opposite, or southern, side of the vale, below 
the town, and not far from Tower, stand the two Leeswoods, 
now the property of the Rev. H. W. Ey ton, Vicar of this Parish, 
he having some years ago purchased that, which formerly be- 
longed to Sir George Wynne, the great mine-proprietor. Mr. 
Pennant calls this a palace-like mansion, and in his time it had 
much of that appearance ; but, in the alterations it has of late years 
undergone, under the direction of its present occupier J. W. 
Eyton, Esq., much of its pristine stateliness has been exchanged 

* See Cambro-Briton, No. 4, p. 139.— .But, in addition to the parti- 
culars there inserted, it should have been mentioned, that the Allelnian 
Victoiy is also recorded by Nennius, and by Consiantius in his Life of 
Germanus or Garmon. The last-mentioned author relates, that it hap- 
pened at the festival of Easter as the Britons were assembled to receive 
baptism from Germanus in the river Alyn, when one of those predatory 
bands of Saxons, who had long infested the coasts of this island, suddenly 
landed, and prepared, in league with the Picts, to attack the defenceless 
multitude. The enthusiastic exclamation of Alleluia, however, which was 
raised by the followers of Germanus, had the immediate, though unpreme- 
ditated, effect of confounding the designs of the assailants, who, with awe- 
struck precipitation, abandoned their enterprise. And Nenuius adds iu his 
account, that they were pursued by the Britons aud driven into the sea. 
With respect to the cry of Alleluia, it seems to have been a spiritual exul- 
tation, usual amongst religious assemblies in the early ages ot Christianity. 
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for the more tasteful characteristics of modern embellishment. 
The splendid gates, in front of the house, have frequently been 
objects of admiration. — Mr. Yorke in his " Royal Tribes of 
Wales" gives the following account of the respectable family, to 
whom these two estates now belong. " The Ey tons of Coed Llai 
" or Leeswood have their source from Cynrig. They are repre- 
" sented in the Rev. H. W. Eyton, Vicar of Mold. His ancestor, 
" GrufTydd ab Nicholas ab Decius, married Margaret, the daugh- 
" ter of the old Bosworth soldier John ab Ellis Eyton, who lies 
" buried at Rhiwabon ; and, although her husband was descended 
" from Bleddyn ab Cynfyn, and the father from Tudur Trevor, 
" she called all her children after the name of Eyton and all her 
" sons John in affection to him also."— Nerquis Hall, seated a little 
farther down the vale, the property and residence of Miss Gif- 
fard, was built in 1638 by John Wynne, Esq., of the line of Ed- 
win, Lord of Tegengl. The property was, for a short time, in 
the family of Sir Paul Pindar by the marriage of the heiress of 
this house with that gentleman's father. Upon Sir Paul's death 
without issue, it reverted to the original line in the person of Paul 
Williams, Esq. of Pont y Gwyddel. It afterwards settled in Ro- 
bert Hyde, Esq. in right of his wife, whose daughter, the heiress 
of the property, was married to the father of the lady now in pos- 
session. Miss Giffard has recently done a great deal to improve 
this truly respectable mansion. — Hartsheath, or Hersedd, lying on 
the confines of the vale of Mold towards Hope, is favoured in a 
high degree both in its own immediate situation and in the beauty 
of the surrounding scenery. The present building is quite mo- 
dern, and the writer of these notices is not aware, that it was ever 
inhabited, or indeed that it was ever in a habitable condition. 
The estate belongs to G. LI. Wardle, Esq. a gentleman, who dis- 
tinguished himself some years ago, in a remarkable manner, as a 
candidate for popular feme. This family also claims descent, 
through the female line, from the stock of Edwin, whose raoe 
appears to have been pretty numerous in this part of the coun- 
try. — The only other house, of which any extended notice can 
here be taken, is Fron, situate to the west of the town and com- 
manding a fine prospect not only of the adjacent country, but 
of the plains of Cheshire as far as the Mersey. When last occu- 
pied, this house was the seat of the Rev. Richard Williams, who 
was the representative of an ancient family, descended, with the 
Wynnes of Tower, and the Eytons of Coed Llai, from Cynrig 
Efell, already mentioned. But this gentleman deserves to be 
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remembered for sometliing more than his mere genus et proavos. 
He was also a poet : and, if he was not destined to astonish by 
his sublimity, he seldom failed to please by his vivacity. He 
wrote much and often ; and scarcely a topic of the day passed 
unsung by his muse. Several translations of his from the Welsh 
may be seen in Mr. Pennant's Works, and in Mr. Jones's Relics 
of the Bards. But his master-piece in this way seems to have 
been his translation of the Medea of Seneca. He also turned 
into Latin verse some of Gray's Odes, and the first two books 
of the Iliad ; but these versions never appeared in print, although 
highly creditable to the writer's ability *. And, perhaps, he ex- 
celled more in his Latin than in his English productions. Mr. 
Williams was Rector successively of Machynlleth and Llanferres, 
and died suddenly on the 4th of June 1811, upon which event 
the Fron estate passed into Mrs. Williams's family, who reside in 
Cheshire. — Among other old houses in the parish, formerly, it is 
probable, of considerable note, though for some time past te- 
nanted by farmers, are Argoed, Plas Major, Plas ym Mhywys, 
Rhyd y Cleifion, Tre 'r Beirdd, and Tyddyn. — Plas-issa, at pre- 
sent the residence of Miss Greene, and Pentrehobin, an ancient 
mansionijuilt in 1540, in the occupation of Thomas Trevor Ma- 
ther, Esq. may also be enumerated among the family seats, which 
abound in the Vale of Mold. 

*^* [To be concluded in the next Number.] 



SKETCHES OF SOCIETY. 

THE LLEDWJGAN THRESHER, 

To the Editor of the Cambro-Briton. 
Sir, — The following remarkable inscription is copied from a 
Tomb-stone in the Church of Cerigceinwen, in the Island of An- 
glesey. It is the humble record of a man, whose heroic bravery 
excited very considerable admiration in a former age, and will 
probably be deemed not uninteresting at the present period. He 
was contemporary with the unhappy dissensions between Charles I. 
and the Parliament, and resided at Lledwigan, a well-known 

* It would be desirable to know whether the original MSS. are still in 
existence. The writer of this Note saw them in Mr. Williams's possession 
a short time before bis death. They were certainly worthy of preservation. 



